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So began Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s prayer for the Allies who moved into Normandy 
to take Europe back from the Nazis on D-Day… June 6, 1944.  And this is Think Again 
with RC Metcalf on June 6, 2007.  Today, on the 63rd anniversary of D-Day we’ll 
examine the faith of our nation during WWII.  We’ll listen to the complete prayer 
delivered to the nation by FDR on that fateful day that changed history.  Roosevelt called 
the nation to a state of constant prayer that would sustain our forces throughout the battle.  
He concluded with a resolution to trust the outcome completely to God.  Let’s listen…  

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT:  “My Fellow Americans:  

Last night, when I spoke with you about the fall of Rome, I knew at that moment that 
troops of the United States and our Allies were crossing the Channel in another and 
greater operation. It has come to pass with success thus far. 

And so, in this poignant hour, I ask you to join with me in prayer: 

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our nation, this day have set upon a mighty endeavor, a 
struggle to preserve our Republic, our religion, and our civilization, and to set free a 
suffering humanity. 

Lead them straight and true; give strength to their arms, stoutness to their hearts, 
steadfastness in their faith. 

They will need Thy blessings. Their road will be long and hard. For the enemy is strong. 
He may hurl back our forces. Success may not come with rushing speed, but we shall 
return again and again; and we know that by Thy grace, and by the righteousness of our 
cause, our sons will triumph. 

They will be sore tried, by night and by day, without rest -- until the victory is won. The 
darkness will be rent by noise and flame. Men's souls will be shaken with the violences of 
war. 

For these men are lately drawn from the ways of peace. They fight not for the lust of 
conquest. They fight to end conquest. They fight to liberate. They fight to let justice arise, 
and tolerance and goodwill among all Thy people. They yearn but for the end of battle, 
for their return to the haven of home. 

Some will never return. Embrace these, Father, and receive them, Thy heroic servants, 
into Thy kingdom. 

And for us at home -- fathers, mothers, children, wives, sisters, and brothers of brave men 
overseas, whose thoughts and prayers are ever with them -- help us, Almighty God, to 
rededicate ourselves in renewed faith in Thee in this hour of great sacrifice. 



Many people have urged that I call the nation into a single day of special prayer. But 
because the road is long and the desire is great, I ask that our people devote themselves in 
a continuance of prayer. As we rise to each new day, and again when each day is spent, 
let words of prayer be on our lips, invoking Thy help to our efforts. 

Give us strength, too -- strength in our daily tasks, to redouble the contributions we make 
in the physical and the material support of our armed forces. 

And let our hearts be stout, to wait out the long travail, to bear sorrows that may come, to 
impart our courage unto our sons wheresoever they may be. 

And, O Lord, give us faith. Give us faith in Thee; faith in our sons; faith in each other; 
faith in our united crusade. Let not the keenness of our spirit ever be dulled. Let not the 
impacts of temporary events, of temporal matters of but fleeting moment -- let not these 
deter us in our unconquerable purpose. 

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over the unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to 
conquer the apostles of greed and racial arrogances. Lead us to the saving of our country, 
and with our sister nations into a world unity that will spell a sure peace -- a peace 
invulnerable to the schemings of unworthy men. And a peace that will let all of men live 
in freedom, reaping the just rewards of their honest toil. 

Thy will be done, Almighty God. 

Amen.” 

RC METCALF:  I have before me a New Testament that was given to the soldiers and 
carried into battle during WWII.  The cover is protected by a thick steel plate, engraved 
with the words “May the Lord be with you.”  Inside the front cover we read, “The White 
House. Washington.” 
 
“As Commander-in-Chief I take pleasure in commending the reading of the Bible to all 
who serve in the armed forces of the United States.  Throughout the Centuries men of 
many faiths and diverse origins have found in the Sacred Book words of wisdom, counsel 
and inspiration.  It is a fountain of strength and now, as always, an aid in attaining the 
highest aspirations of the human soul.”  - Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
I won’t spend much time commenting on President Roosevelt’s prayer.  The contrast 
between the state of the faith of our nation then and the state of the faith of our nation 
now, should be starkly self-evident. 
 
I would like to follow President Roosevelt’s speech with a speech that was given forty 
years later, by President Ronald Reagan atop the 100-foot cliff at Pointe du Hoc, France, 
near the site of the Normandy Invasion in 1944.  Listen as President Reagan attests to the 
faith of the men who fought there 40 years earlier.  Their abiding faith in the God 
responsible for the New Testament promises they carried in their shirt pockets brought 



success to their mission and freedom from tyranny to our lands.  Let us listen to the 
words of one of our most beloved Presidents… 
 

PRESIDENT REAGAN:  “We're here to mark that day in history when the Allied 
armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. For four long years, much of 
Europe had been under a terrible shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the 
camps, millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the world prayed for 
its rescue. Here in Normandy the rescue began. Here the Allies stood and fought against 
tyranny in a giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.  

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore of France. The air is soft, 
but 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and the cries of men, and 
the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire and the roar of cannon. At dawn, on the 
morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 225 Rangers jumped off the British landing craft and 
ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was one of the most difficult and daring of 
the invasion: to climb these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The 
Allies had been told that some of the mightiest of these guns were here and they would be 
trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance.  

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers--the edge of the cliffs shooting down 
at them with machine guns and throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to 
climb. They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and began to pull themselves 
up. When one Ranger fell, another would take his place. When one rope was cut, a 
Ranger would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed, shot back, and held 
their footing. Soon, one by one, the Rangers pulled themselves over the top, and in 
seizing the firm land at the top of these cliffs, they began to seize back the continent of 
Europe. Two hundred and twenty-five came here. After two days of fighting, only 90 
could still bear arms.  

Behind me is a memorial that symbolizes the Ranger daggers that were thrust into the top 
of these cliffs. And before me are the men who put them there.  

These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took the cliffs. These are the 
champions who helped free a continent. These are the heroes who helped end a war.  

Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the words of Stephen Spender's poem. You are 
men who in your "lives fought for life . . . and left the vivid air signed with your honor.'' 

I think I know what you may be thinking right now--thinking, "We were just part of a 
bigger effort; everyone was brave that day.'' Well, everyone was. Do you remember the 
story of Bill Millin of the 51st Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops were 
pinned down near a bridge, waiting desperately for help. Suddenly, they heard the sound 
of bagpipes, and some thought they were dreaming. Well, they weren't. They looked up 
and saw Bill Millin with his bagpipes, leading the reinforcements and ignoring the smack 
of the bullets into the ground around him. 



Lord Lovat was with him--Lord Lovat of Scotland, who calmly announced when he got 
to the bridge, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late,'' as if he'd been delayed by a traffic jam, 
when in truth he'd just come from the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his 
men had just taken.  

There was the impossible valor of the Poles who threw themselves between the enemy 
and the rest of Europe as the invasion took hold, and the unsurpassed courage of the 
Canadians who had already seen the horrors of war on this coast. They knew what 
awaited them there, but they would not be deterred. And once they hit Juno Beach, they 
never looked back. 

All of these men were part of a roll call of honor with names that spoke of a pride as 
bright as the colors they bore: the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the 
Royal Scots Fusiliers, the Screaming Eagles, the Yeomen of England's armored divisions, 
the forces of Free France, the Coast Guard's "Matchbox Fleet'' and you, the American 
Rangers.  

Forty summers have passed since the battle that you fought here. You were young the day 
you took these cliffs; some of you were hardly more than boys, with the deepest joys of 
life before you. Yet, you risked everything here. Why? Why did you do it? What 
impelled you to put aside the instinct for self-preservation and risk your lives to take 
these cliffs? What inspired all the men of the armies that met here? We look at you, and 
somehow we know the answer. It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love.  

The men of Normandy had faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they 
fought for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on this beachhead 
or on the next. It was the deep knowledge--and pray God we have not lost it--that there is 
a profound, moral difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of force 
for conquest. You were here to liberate, not to conquer, and so you and those others did 
not doubt your cause. And you were right not to doubt.  

You all knew that some things are worth dying for. One's country is worth dying for, and 
democracy is worth dying for, because it's the most deeply honorable form of 
government ever devised by man. All of you loved liberty. All of you were willing to 
fight tyranny, and you knew the people of your countries were behind you.  

The Americans who fought here that morning knew word of the invasion was spreading 
through the darkness back home. They thought--or felt in their hearts, though they 
couldn't know in fact, that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., in Kansas 
they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in Philadelphia they were ringing 
the Liberty Bell.  

Something else helped the men of D-Day: their rock-hard belief that Providence would 
have a great hand in the events that would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great 
cause. And so, the night before the invasion, when Colonel Wolverton asked his 
parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told them: Do not bow your heads, but 



look up so you can see God and ask His blessing in what we're about to do. Also that 
night, General Matthew Ridgway on his cot, listening in the darkness for the promise 
God made to Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee.''  

These are the things that impelled them; these are the things that shaped the unity of the 
Allies.  

When the war was over, there were lives to be rebuilt and governments to be returned to 
the people. There were nations to be reborn. Above all, there was a new peace to be 
assured. These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned strength from the 
faith, belief, loyalty, and love of those who fell here. They rebuilt a new Europe together. 

There was first a great reconciliation among those who had been enemies, all of whom 
had suffered so greatly. The United States did its part, creating the Marshall Plan to help 
rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led to the Atlantic alliance--
a great alliance that serves to this day as our shield for freedom, for prosperity, and for 
peace.  

In spite of our great efforts and successes, not all that followed the end of the war was 
happy or planned. Some liberated countries were lost. The great sadness of this loss 
echoes down to our own time in the streets of Warsaw, Prague, and East Berlin. Soviet 
troops that came to the center of this continent did not leave when peace came. They're 
still there, uninvited, unwanted, unyielding, almost 40 years after the war. Because of 
this, Allied forces still stand on this continent. Today, as 40 years ago, our armies are 
here for only one purpose--to protect and defend democracy. The only territories we hold 
are memorials like this one and graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned bitter lessons from two World Wars: It is better to be here 
ready to protect the peace than to take blind shelter across the sea, rushing to respond 
only after freedom is lost. We've learned that isolationism never was and never will be an 
acceptable response to tyrannical governments with an expansionist intent.  

But we try always to be prepared for peace; prepared to deter aggression; prepared to 
negotiate the reduction of arms; and, yes, prepared to reach out again in the spirit of 
reconciliation. In truth, there is no reconciliation we would welcome more than a 
reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so, together, we can lessen the risks of war, now 
and forever.  

It's fitting to remember here the great losses also suffered by the Russian people during 
World War II: 20 million perished, a terrible price that testifies to all the world the 
necessity of ending war. I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not want 
war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the terrible weapons that man now has 
in his hands. And I tell you, we are ready to seize that beachhead. We look for some sign 
from the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they share our desire 
and love for peace, and that they will give up the ways of conquest. There must be a 
changing there that will allow us to turn our hope into action. 



We will pray forever that some day that changing will come. But for now, particularly 
today, it is good and fitting to renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and 
to the alliance that protects it.  

We are bound today by what bound us 40 years ago, the same loyalties, traditions, and 
beliefs. We're bound by reality. The strength of America's allies is vital to the United 
States, and the American security guarantee is essential to the continued freedom of 
Europe's democracies. We were with you then; we are with you now. Your hopes are our 
hopes, and your destiny is our destiny. 

Here, in this place where the West held together, let us make a vow to our dead. Let us 
show them by our actions that we understand what they died for. Let our actions say to 
them the words for which Matthew Ridgway listened: "I will not fail thee nor forsake 
thee.''  

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their value [valor], and borne by their 
memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals for which they lived and died.  

Thank you very much, and God bless you all.  

RC METCALF:  The difference between liberation and conquest.  That was a 
fundamental concern for FDR during WWII.  It still is fundamental to the determination 
of a just war today.  Liberals are convinced that there were no weapons of mass 
destruction in Iraq when President Bush initially ordered our troops there.  I’m not 
convinced that’s true (and I’m not alone in my belief)… but whether WMDs were there 
or not is now a moot point.  The human rights violations perpetrated by Saddam Hussein 
and his inner circle against the Iraqi people could not and should not have been ignored.  
Removal of WMDs would have been adequate rationale for the initiation of the war, 
because their removal would help protect neighboring nations from Iraq’s rogue 
government.  But even if WMDs actually were non-existent, President Bush acted in 
complete accord with his God-given moral responsibility to act on behalf of the Iraqi 
people.  His purpose was liberation, in exactly the same way FDR ordered the liberation 
of Europe by the invasion of France in 1944.  Iraqis no longer have to fear their own 
leaders using chemical weapons on them… they no longer have to fear being thrown into 
giant human shredders.  The Iraqi’s have been liberated. 

So, the President’s objectives have been accomplished, right?  The democrats are correct 
in insisting that we leave Iraq as soon as possible, right?  WRONG.  

Remember our discussion from last week?  If Iraq is left in a state of turmoil, there is no 
doubt about it that Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will attempt the conquest of 
Iraq.  Not its liberation, we’ve already done that.  Its conquest. 

Are you aware that there is a tremendous push in Iran, initiated by Ahmadinejad and the 
Shiite leadership, to deny the reality of the holocaust?  Go to memritv.org .  MEMRI is 
the Middle East Media Research Institute and at memritv.org you’ll find a selection of 



Iranian videos translated into English.  Click the search button and under “Select a 
Country” choose Iran.  Then under “Select a Subject” choose “Holocaust Denial.”  (You 
may be surprised it’s even listed, but believe me, it is…)  A selection of videos will 
appear.  Any of these will help confirm the reality of Iranian holocaust denial. 

But I especially recommend the 37 minute Iranian documentary entitled “Merchants of 
the Myth.”  The easiest way to locate it is to enter the clip number on the search page. It 
is clip number 1424. 

FDR yearned to liberate Europe from the control of Hitler’s very real holocaust.  D-Day 
would have been completely unnecessary if the holocaust never occurred.  So why do 
you suppose Ahmadinejad finds it necessary to promote holocaust denial? 

Let’s think about it.  Now think again.  Ahmadinejad’s goal… the complete eradication 
of the state of Israel… will hardly garner international support if Jews are perceived as 
the primary “victims” of the holocaust.  Ahmadinejad seeks the vilification of Israel in 
the eyes of its neighbors, and potentially, the world.  He will never accomplish this if his 
neighbors view Israel as a victimized nation.  Israelis must be perceived as the aggressors 
in the Palestinian conflict.  

However, whether Ahmadinejad succeeds in convincing neighboring countries that 
Zionism is a serious threat is even a moot point.  Why?  Because the only people he 
really needs to brainwash are the young Shiite men (and even women) who will fight to 
the death for the Shiite cause… conquest and domination.   

Liberation or domination.  Which is the morally superior stance?  Presidents Roosevelt, 
Reagan and Bush wouldn’t hesitate to say “Liberation,” the goal of peace-loving 
Christians and Jews.  Liberation… a Biblically consistent stance.  However, domination 
and conquest are Qur’anic mandates.  Does religion really poison everything, as 
Christopher Hitchens claims in the subtitle of his new book?  Only if the religion in 
question is radical Islam.  Think about it. 

© R.C. Metcalf, June 6, 2007. 

 

 

 


